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WHICH WAY TO LIBERATION? 


James P. Warburg 


r (Editor’s Note: From an address before 
die American Academy of Political and Social 
Science, Philadelphia. Reprinted with per¬ 
mission of the author and The Christian Sci¬ 
ence Monitor.) 

T HE new administration is entirely 
right in rejecting the policy of 
containment. It is right in declaring 
that our objective cannot be merely to 
prevent the further encroachment of 
totalitarian tyranny. . . . 

The Eisenhower policy seems to be 
to hold the line and, while holding it, 
to undertake certain operations de¬ 
signed to weaken the Communist dic¬ 
tatorships. . . . 

The crucial question, however, is: 
By what means are the Communist dic- 
1 tatorships to be weakened and forced 
into eventual retreat? 

This is where I find the present pros¬ 
pects most disturbing. The Eisenhower 
administration apparently contem¬ 
plates various methods of political, psy¬ 
chological and economic warfare. It 
intends to seize the initiative by foster¬ 
ing discontent among the captive peo¬ 
ples, dissension within the ruling groups 
and disaffection on the part of the sat¬ 
ellite governments. 

On the basis of my own direct experi¬ 
ence in this sort of subversive warfare 
against the Germans during World War 
II, I question whether these methods 
can be successfully employed by a de¬ 
mocracy against^a police-state, except 
perhaps in the last stages of an actual 
war of liberation. Secrecy and surprise 
are the essential elements in such oper¬ 
ations. In a democracy such as ours, 
there is no such thing as secrecy, except 
in time of war. Without secret plan¬ 
ning and secretly conducted operations, 
it is hard to see how any appreciable 
iamage could be inflicted upon a police- 
state. 

Moreover, this type of subversive ac- 
*:vity requires the most thorough-going 
system of espionage behind the enemy 
ones; for, unless the effort to subvert 
is based upon accurate and detailed 
knowledge of existing causes of dissat¬ 
isfaction, it cannot possibly succeed. 
Wholesale espionage involves an ever- 


increasing risk of full scale war. . . . 

With all due respect, it seems to me 
that this whole notion of cloak-and- 
dagger subversion is nothing more than 
a romantic outlet for impatience and 
frustration. This is emphatically not 
the way to conduct a policy of libera¬ 
tion. 

What is the alternative? What are 
the means which might usefully be em¬ 
ployed to achieve the affirmative aim of 
liberation? 

Let me begin by stating a point of 
departure which may, in itself, be de¬ 
batable. I start from the assumption 
that the United States alone—no mat¬ 
ter how great and powerful it may be— 
cannot by itself either stop Russia or 
break up the Soviet empire, except per¬ 
haps through the dubious adventure 
of atomic war. It follows that the 
United States must so set and define 
its aim as to attract the allegiance and 
the willing cooperation not only of its 
allies but of at least some of the un¬ 
committed peoples of Asia, Africa, the 
Near East and Latin America. The 
same consideration must govern the 
choice of means by which the aim is 
to be pursued. 

In thus recognizing the need for shap¬ 
ing our policy so that it will command 
widespread support, I do not mean to 
imply that we should attempt to devel¬ 
op a policy concerning which we shall 
then expect all the world's peoples to 
take an unequivocal stand, for or 
against. If anything, I mean just the 


the end of totalitarian tyranny, not by 
direct intervention in the affairs of the 
dark world behind the Iron Curtain, but 
by creating conditions of justice and 
satisfaction on our side of the Iron 
Curtain with which Communist tyranny 
will find itself unable to compete. . . . 

Our aim . . . should be the liberation 
of that part of mankind which dwells 
on our side of the Iron Curtain. Our 
aim should be to develop a policy which 
will, first of all, make what we call the 
free world truly free—free from hunger, 
from grinding poverty, from disease, 
from ignorance and from oppression. . . 

We shall have to learn to think, not 
just as Americans, but as members of 
the human race — as peculiarly and 
uniquely fortunate members of the hu¬ 
man race, endowed with an enormous 
potential for creative action. We shall 
have to learn to think, not in terms of 
charity or in terms of enlightened self- 
defense, but in terms of pioneers open¬ 
ing up new horizons, clearing new fields 
of progress and conquering the desert 
areas. We shall have to shake off the 
corroding fear of losing what we possess 
and recapture the spirit of adventure, 
along with the affinity for all men 
everywhere seeking change for the 
better, which once made our nation a 
symbol of hope throughout the world. 


THE GREAT LIGHT 

A noted orator asked Charles Dickens 
for the most pathetic story in literature, 
and he said it w’as that of the prodigal 
son. 

Thomas Jefferson was asked for the 
richest passage in literature, and he 
said it was the first sixteen verses of 


opposite. I mean that we should i . , ,,, 
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there is room for wide diversity of opin¬ 
ion, for this is the only kind of policy 
which will express and articulate the 
essence of that free world which we 
wish to preserve and expand. . . . 

Our aim should be to create those 
conditions in which the break-up a' 
eventual overthrow of the Soviet emp 
will come about as the result of the 
ability of tyranny to survive in the 
same world with societies which are 
truly permeated by justice and in which 
all men are truly free. Our aim, in 
other words, should be to bring about 


ifestWe|ja^d^e%t*fiis feply was the 
Sermon on' tla^Idunt. 

No oie^a^eQualed David for poetry, 
nor Isaian lu&^vision, nor Jesus for 
his moral and ethical teachings, nor 
nor Paul for logic, 
of sanctified love, 
the greatest of all 
Books, and its Author the greatest of 
all teachers. We do well to stay close 
to its pages. It is THE BOOK.— 
Square and Compass, Colorado. 














TOWN AROUSES INTEREST 
IN SCHOOL MATTERS 


[Editorial Note: The National Citizens 
Commission for the Public Schools of New 
York City publishes a leaflet entitled Citizens 
and Their Schools . It contains news for peo¬ 
ple working for better schools in their com¬ 
munities. These items are based on the ex¬ 
periences of various communities in promot¬ 
ing and advancing the interests of the public 
schools, and the following is typical of diffi¬ 
culties which arise in school matters and how 
they may be solved.] 

F AIR LAWN, New Jersey, isn’t ex¬ 
actly known as a “battle ground” in 
its state, but it certainly waged one war 
successfully—a war against public apa¬ 
thy in school matters. 

And, like most successful campaign¬ 
ers, the generals who planned the bat¬ 
tle (the Fair Lawn Citizens School 
Committee) are far from reticent when 
they are asked to outline their strategy 
before less seasoned warriors. 

The Fair Lawn group, in fact, had re¬ 
ceived so many letters asking. “How 
did you do it?” that they took inven¬ 
tory' of their ammunition last March, 
looked over their general staff set-up, 
and invited scores of other public- 
school-conscious citizens from nearby 
communities to sit in at a briefing. 

Letters went out to about 80 persons 
in a dozen nearby communities, and on 
the cold, clear night of March 2 some 
65 interested New Jersey citizens 
showed up to be briefed on “'How to 
Win a Battle.” 

The battle in question dates back to 
October 4, 1951, when referendums for 
two schools were voted down in Fair 
Lawn. 

The aftermath of defeat was a de¬ 
spondency on the part of the Board of 
Education members and anxiety on the 
part of a core of school-conscious citi¬ 
zens—the organizers of the Fair Lawn 
Citizens School Committee. 

Fifteen days after the defeat, the 
board held its first post-election meet¬ 
ing before an overflow audience in the 
high school gymnasium. Questions were 
fired at the board. “What can we do?” 
“Get a petition for a new referendum 
bearing 3,000 signatures,” came the an¬ 
swer. - ‘ ’w V "* 

To the Citizens School Committee 
this was it! They decided to present 
one petition asking for a resubmission 
of the junior high school referendum 
and a restudy of the elementary school 
location before a referendum be called. 

Then they got down to brass tacks 
and grass roots. Xhe regular election 
districts were used &s area guides, with 
each district headed by a leader. Sec¬ 
tion leaders headed various sections in 
the district; sections were broken down 
into blocks, and some blocks were even 


broken down into specific rows of 
houses. 

Petitions were distributed on Oc¬ 
tober 23 and by the time the petitions 
were submitted to the board, 6,000 per¬ 
sons had affixed their names. Result? 
A second referendum for the junior high 
school was submitted. 

That was just the beginning. A bit¬ 
ter battle developed. The Citizens 
School Committee was labeled an “op¬ 
portunist group,” families were split in 
opinion, some board members were 
charged with extravagance. But the 
Citizens School Committee continued 
with aplomb to pursue its four-point 
program of awakening the town to the 
need for more schools, combatting mis¬ 
statements, registering voters, and get¬ 
ting out the vote. 

On January 7 the Fair Lawn group 
took on a permanent status, accepted a 
constitution and, by midnight of Ref¬ 
erendum Day, January 15, the result 
of their work was known: 5,200 citizens 
voted, the tabulations gave Fair Lawn 
a new junior high school by 198 votes! 
That was the Citizens School Commit¬ 
tee’s first victory; others followed. 

But that was the big victory, the vic¬ 
tory that attracted those 65 citizens 
from other New Jersey communities 
and made them aware that Fair 
Lawn knew how to wage war success¬ 
fully. 

They came to the March meeting to 
gain the “know-how” and, when they 
arose individually to announce the 
names of their towns, they gave a pretty 
fair indication of where the new battle¬ 
fields in New Jersey education will be. 

After the roll call, the attendance 
record read like this: East Patterson, 
Fort Lee, Glen Rock, Hillsdale, 
Maywood, Pompton Lakes, Paramus, 
Rutherford, River Edge, River Vale, 
Montvale, Lyndhurst, Rochelle Park, 
Haledon, Camden. Dumont. The rep¬ 
resentatives were school board members, 
interested citizens, lay advisory group 
members. 

They asked questions (“How can you 
generate interest without a crisis?” 
“How can you keep the group out of 
politics?” “What can be done about 
board executive sessions?”) and they 
got answers. From 9 to 11 o’clock at 
night the questions were fired and an- 
- swered in quick succession, and, when 
the briefing was all over, Samuel C. 
Milbourne, publicity chairman of the 
Fair Lawn Committee, mopped his 
brow, turned to some members of the 
committee and predicted: “Looks like 
we’ve started something!” 


MESSAGE TO DEMOLAYS 

Brother Charles Harwood, Jr., w T ho 
was recently designated to present 
awards at the Metropolitan New York 
DeMolay Conclave at Port Chester,| 
New Y r ork, briefly stated why he Tvas* 
so keenly interested in the prosperity 
of DeMolay. He said, among other 
things: 

“Anyone interested in the public 
schools must be impressed by the fact 
that the greatest single factor in the 
process of making all American children 
into thinking and active American citi¬ 
zens, is the American public school. 
Millions of children from diverse for¬ 
eign backgrounds have been nurtured 
in The American way’ in the American 
public schools. 

“However, from the beginning the 
American public school has had its ene¬ 
mies, both vocal and subtle. Today the 
American public school is faced with 
three major enemies: 

“First, those followers of Communism 
who would change the 1 American way’ 
to the ‘party line’ of Moscow. 

“Second, those followers of hate and 
bigotry, who would ‘Hitlerize’ our 
American way to the idea of power au¬ 
thority and stifle every kindly and gen¬ 
tle impulse that makes our way the 
hope of the common man. 

“Third, those followers of a foreign 
state, clothed in ecclesiastical robes, I 
who are, even in our America, building 
a rival school system which would tend 
to undermine our way of life for that of 
a clerical fascism. 

“These enemies of the American pub-1 
lie schools are ever at work to change 
the greatest Americanizing force in our 
Republic, and I bring them to your at¬ 
tention so that you may recognize your 
role in The protection and perpetuity of j 
the public school system’.” 


As you think, you travel, and as yo 
love, you attract. You are today where I 
your thoughts have brought you; you| 
will be tomorrow where your though 
take you. You cannot escape the re¬ 
sults of your thoughts. 

You will realize the vision (not 1 
little wish) of your heart, be it base 
beautiful, or a mixture of both, f< 
you will always gravitate toward th 
which you secretly love most. In 
your hands will be placed the exa< 
result of your thoughts, for you m 
yourself a magnet, drawing that th: 
to you of which you think. Like a 
tracts like. 

Whatever your present environm 
may be you will fall, remain, or 
with your thoughts. Your wisdom 
your ideal. You will become as s: 
or as big as your dominant aspiratii 
—James Allen. 



LUTHER BIOGRAPHICAL FILM 
WELL RECEIVED 


^ A MOTION picture, “Martin Luther,” 
sponsored by the Lutheran 
Churches in America, has been hailed as 
a landmark among films backed by re¬ 
ligious groups. Produced by Louis De- 
Rochemont and directed by Irving 
Piehel, it is considerably above the cul¬ 
tural level of most Hollywood films, ac¬ 
cording to The Christian Science Mon¬ 
itor of July 7, 1953. 

An article, with a Hollywood date 
l line in that publication by Richard 
Dyer MacCann, a staff correspondent, 

; stated that the project was originally 
submitted to several studios there and 
was rejected. “Even Cecil B. DeMille 
evidently believed that too large a seg¬ 
ment of the moviegoing public would 
be offended? DeRochemont representa¬ 
tives report, however, that in the Min- 
neapolis-Chicago area it made no differ- 
I ence, in making bids for subsequent- 
run showings, whether theater owners 
were Protestant or Roman Catholic.” 

Continuing, The Monitor stated: 

“Whether this new film in itself will 

I go down in history as a challenge to 
modern Protestantism to find higher 
goals, it is perhaps too early to say, 
but there is the sound of a summons in 
.•H. 

; I “As Luther challenged his contem- 
[ i, poraries to think for themselves and to 
t | read the Bible in search of direct guid¬ 
ance from God, so this film story of his 
early life seems to call out to church- 
e men to be proud of their heritage and 
r strong in their declarations of faith in 
a time when fatalism, apathy, and fear 


sometimes make either atheism or au¬ 
thoritarianism attractive. . . . 

“This film biography is not ‘just an¬ 
other religious picture.’ It looks more 
like a major motion picture event. . . . 
Representing the investment of a half 
million dollars by the Lutheran church¬ 
es in America, it is well above the level 
of most religious films, whether spon¬ 
sored by churches or prepared by com¬ 
mercial firms for church audiences. . . . 
It was written by Allan Sloane and 
Lothar Wolff, Mr. Wolff being a De- 
Eoehemont executive and Mr. Sloane 
the author of numerous Lutheran films 
id radio plays. 

“The leading role is played by Niall 
acGinnis, a British actor. Direction, 
ing, photography, editing, and, above 
ill. the impact of a straightforward 
pt make it a landmark among spon- 
d films. 

The box-office record of the premiere 
Minneapolis outstripped all recent 
Ilywood productions playing in that 
including new three-dimension 
This is a triumph of motion pic¬ 



ture production, even in a strong center 
of Lutheranism like Minneapolis. At 
the same time, however, experienced 
dramatic critics may judge “Martin 
Luther” to be well above the level of 
most Hollywood productions in serious¬ 
ness of purpose and content. It is un¬ 
compromising in biographical and his¬ 
torical accuracy as the record of a man’s 
inner struggle as he set forth on new 
paths of religious faith. The excite¬ 
ment of the picture is primarily in the 
drama of this struggle to reach a ten¬ 
able decision. 

“The film begins with Luther’s early 
doubts that he could ever learn to love 
a God who constantly condemns men 
and demands ‘endless acts of penance.’ 
Having given up the study of law to 
become an Augustinian monk, he still 
does not find peace, and his later work 
as a priest and as a professor of theol¬ 
ogy at Wittenberg only deepens his 
mental anguish. He finally finds in a 
passage in St. Paul’s epistle to the 
Romans the message which, according 
to the film, determines his course. ‘The 
just shall live by faith/ he insists to 
his friends, and then he firmly inscribes 
in Latin on the margin of his Scriptures, 
‘sola’—that is, ‘alone!’ 

“By faith alone, not by the purchase 
of indulgences, does man find heaven, 
he tells his parishioners at Wittenberg. 
Yet just across the river the emissaries 
of Pope Leo X are selling pieces of 
paper for pieces of silver. Such indul¬ 
gences are ‘guaranteed’ to cut off 14.000 
years from a man’s time in purgatory. 

“Soon after that come the historic 
theses, the debate at Leipzig, Luther’s 
defiance of the pope at Worms, and his 
two-year refuge [at Wart burg] under 
his feudal lord’s protection. The film 
ends with the defiance by Protestant 
princes of the authority of Charles V 
and the Holy Roman Empire [of which 
the present Roman Catholic Church is 
a vestige]. 

“The facts in ‘Martin Luther’ arc 
based largely on historical works by 
Roman Catholic scholars, and great 
care evidently has been taken to present 
priests and monks, except for the pope 
and his staff, in a sympathetic light. 
Nevertheless, this is bound to be a con¬ 
troversial picture” because it is about 
a controversy. 

In continuing his comment, Mr. Mac¬ 
Cann said on this point: “Will the 
Legion of Decency or some other official 
Roman Catholic organization issue a 
‘condemned’ rating for what is in its 
view a story of a heretic? The issue is 
a delicate one. It is possible that the 
film will be officially ignored. Certainly 
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there is considerable precedent for the¬ 
atrical films favoring one denomination 
or another, but a picture which drama¬ 
tizes the conflict between faiths raises 
more difficult questions.” 

As anticipated by The Christian Sci¬ 
ence Monitor’s staff correspondent. Our 
Sunday Visitor , a Roman Catholic 
newspaper, in an unsigned column head¬ 
ed “Right or Wrong,” declares that 
since the film “deals with a matter con¬ 
troversial and is evidently propaganda, 
it is not likely to be received favorably 
for a showing to the general public by 
owners of theaters.” This paper denies 
the correctness of the films historical 
treatment of the sale of indulgences and 
stated: “It is untrue to say that they 
were sold.” The explanation offered in 
apology for Pope Leo X, who was one 
of the most corrupt of the Roman Cath- 
lic popes, is that “many Germans may 
have been left under the impression that 
they were sold because they were asked 
to give a contribution to the fund de¬ 
signed to erect the present basilica of 
St. Peter’s in Rome.” 

History as taught by the hierarchy 
appears to differ somewhat from the 
facts as found in the actual record. It 
would be well for church dignitaries to 
remember that these records and the 
protests which led to the Reformation 
were those of Roman Catholics with a 
high sense of duty to the church. Pres¬ 
ent-day apologists for its blatant cor¬ 
ruption and crime could for that reason 
easilv find themselves in bad company. 

E. R. & N. S. M. 


ROCHESTER, N. Y., FILMS 
DRUNKEN DRIVERS 

The Accident Prevention and Traffic 
Bureau of Rochester, N. Y., announced 
that the filming of drunken drivers 
will become an official routine of the 
police department. The film record 
will be introduced as evidence, if neces¬ 
sary, along with testimony of arresting 
officers and witnesses and the results 
of urinalysis or blood tests—if the 
latter has the defendant’s consent. 

The Rochester Times-Union has this 
to say of the new system: “The new 
plan, going into effect this week, is 
another example of how the Depart¬ 
ment of Public Safety is using evepr 
practicable means to make our city safe. 
. . . It looks now as if drunken driving 
will be as hazardous for the driver as 
his victims.”— Alliance News. 


I wish to be a man among men, and 
no longer a dreamer among shadows. 
Henceforth be mine a life of action and 
reality. I will work in my own sphere, 
nor wish it other than it is. This 
alone is health and happiness.— Long¬ 
fellow. 









TRAINED TEACHER DEMAND 
PROBLEM FOR SCHOOLS 


T HE constantly increasing number 
of pupils in the elementary, junior 
and senior high schools of the country 
is posing two major problems for school 
boards and school administrators. One, 
of course, has to do with obtaining a 
sufficient number of classrooms; and 
the other is getting enough properly 
trained teachers to handle the ava¬ 
lanche of pupils present and prospec¬ 
tive. 

The Journal of the South Dakota 
Education Association in a recent issue 
carried an article written jointly by 
R. H. Noll, Director of Research, De¬ 
partment of Public Instruction, State of 
South Dakota, and Dr. Ray C. Maul, 
formerly associated with the National 
Commission on Teacher Education and 
Professional Standards of the National 
Education Association, who is now As¬ 
sistant Director of the NEA Research 
Division. 

They quoted S. D. State Superin¬ 
tendent Harold S. Freeman who esti¬ 
mated that the public school enroll¬ 
ment, including kindergarten, would be 
125,000 in 1952-1953 which is up 7.000 
over 1947 and will exceed 140,000 by 
1957. The big increase will hit the high 
schools in 1955 and by 1960 their popu¬ 
lation will be up 50 per cent from the 
1947 level. What is true of South Da¬ 
kota is also true of many other states, 
in greater or lesser degree. 

The authors pose two questions. 
First, “Where do teachers come from? ,, 
or more pointedly, “From what identifi¬ 
able groups in our society must more 
teachers come?” 

“The kind of person needed in teach¬ 
ing,” say these experienced commenta¬ 
tors, “is a thoughtful, critical person 
who chooses on the basis of facts.” 
Such a person naturally wants to know 
the disadvantages as well as the ad¬ 
vantages of a given calling before en¬ 
tering it. They feel certain that the 
teacher now in the classroom is the one 
best qualified to furnish this informa¬ 
tion. They list twelve groups from 
which more teachers must come and be 
retained: (1) The present corps of com¬ 
petent, adequately prepared teachers; 
(2) former competent teachers with 
adequate preparation; (3) the present 
corps of strong, but not yet adequately 
prepared teachers; (4) the excess of 
trained teachers who do not find em¬ 
ployment in their major fields of prep¬ 
aration; (5) former teachers with in¬ 
adequate preparation; (6) college grad¬ 
uates without professional preparation 
for teaching; (7) returning veterans; 
(8) college students now preparing to 
enter teaching; (9) college students not 


now contemplating teaching; (10) high 
school graduates of recent years; (11) 
current high school students; (12) col¬ 
lege students who will complete require¬ 
ments for standard certificates at the 
end of the current academic year. 

They call especial attention to No. 1, 
namely, the present corps of competent, 
adequately prepared teachers. They 
point out that this group is the one most 
often overlooked in recruitment efforts, 
yet it is, in point of fact, the most im¬ 
portant. “To retain a successful, fully 
prepared teacher in service is a greater 
contribution than to find several pros¬ 
pective candidates who must first be 
trained and must then prove them¬ 
selves. Yet every year many thousands 
of the very best teachers leave the class¬ 
room. Why?” 

They list nineteen reasons which they 
are certain have a strong bearing on 
this. They point out that the retention 
of successful teachers is not a general 
problem; it is always specific . Since 
this is the case, they observe that “the 
teachers, supervisors, and administra¬ 
tors on the job in the local community 
must take the lead in (a) identifying 
the causes of the loss of successful 
teachers, and (b) presenting these facts 
in a dignified, professional, yet forceful 
manner to the local public.” S. W. 


VETERANS TERM INSURANCE 

Some 4,000,000 veterans with GI term 
insurance in force will no longer have 
to apply to the Veterans Administration 
for renewal of their policies for an¬ 
other 5-year term before their old poli¬ 
cies expire. 

VA said it will do this for them au¬ 
tomatically if their old policies are not 
lapsed at the expiration of the term 
period. This means the policy must be 
in force at the end of the term period 
with the final premium having been 
timely paid. 

The new procedure went into effect 
July 23,1953, when the President signed 
Public Law 148. It will save at least 
$600,000 a year in administrative costs. 

The new law covers only those term 
policies that expire on or after July 23, 

1953. VA said it cannot be applied 
retroactively to term policies which ex¬ 
pired before that date. 

Approximately 270,000 World War 
I and World War II term policies are 
expected to be renewed automatically 
under the new law during fiscal year 

1954. 

Although the law also provides auto¬ 
matic renewal for the more recent post- 
Korea term policies, none of these is 

4 


scheduled to expire during fiscal 1954 
because they have not been in force 
long enough. 

Once the automatic renewal is ef¬ 
fected, the veteran has a new 5-year 
term policy on which he must pay the % 
increased premiums timely if he wishes 
to be covered against death. If he 
misses any premium payments, includ¬ 
ing the first renewal premium, he may 
reinstate the policy at any time before 
the end of the term period under the 
usual reinstatement procedures. 

In the past, if the veteran failed to 
apply for renewal before the term pe¬ 
riod expired, he would lose all further 
entitlement to government life insur¬ 
ance even though he had paid the final 
premium on his old policy. 


PROTESTANTS UNDER SEVERE 
ATTACKS SAYS PRESBYTERIAN — 

In Frederick, Md., in June, 1953, the 
Baltimore Synod-Synodical of the 
Presbyterian Church held its annual 
convention. One of the speakers was 
Rev. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, clerk 
of the General Assembly of the Pres¬ 
byterian Church in the U.S.A. Doctor 
Blake said that the Protestant Church 
and its leaders “are under more severe 
question and criticism now than at any 
other period since the founding of the 
Republic.” % 

He placed the responsibility for this 
on three groups: (a) Secularists, or 
Anti-Religionists who, he said, are pos¬ 
sibly communistic; (b) Super-Funda¬ 
mentalists, “who want to change the 
whole church setup and see a wonder¬ 
ful opportunity in anything that stirs 
up dissension and distrust in denomi¬ 
national ranks;” (c) Roman Catholics: 
“The probable source of subversive 
charges against Protestant Churches 
because they hope to turn people away 
from their Protestant Church affili¬ 
ation.” 

Doctor Blake said that proof of the 
power of such attacks was failure to 
submit to the U.S. Senate for confir¬ 
mation the name of Mrs. Mildred Mc¬ 
Afee Horton to serve as U.S. Delegate 
to the U. N. Economic and Social Com¬ 
mission. When the Commission con¬ 
vened on May 4th, her place had been 
taken by the alternate delegate, James 
Wadsworth. 

Doctor Blake said that Mrs. Horton 
was not named “for no reason other 
than her membership in the National 
Council of Churches. In other words, 
she is one of us.” Expounding his sub¬ 
ject further, he said that the people 
have a responsibility for the good pub¬ 
lic relations that churches need, adding 
that “they have got to be bold and say 
the truth as they see it. If they trim 
corners or fear criticism, they are lost.” j 







COLORADO STOPS NUNS’ PAY 
BUT RELEASES IT LATER 


N four towns in the San Luis V alley 
of the State of Colorado, nuns teach¬ 
ing in the public schools caused the 
Acting Education Commissioner, Burtis 
Taylor, to issue an order banning 
further aid to schools employing nuns. 
Mr. Taylor’s position in the matter was 
that the state constitution prohibits the 
payment of public funds for any ec¬ 
clesiastical purpose. 

The further withholding of school 
funds from these four towns hinged on 
an appeal being taken on a similar case 
in Logan County, where District Judge 
George W. Twombly issued an order 
banning state aid to St. Peter’s School 
in Fleming, holding that circumstances 
were such in the conduct of the school 
that there was no definite separation 
of Church and State. 

In Logan County the school building 
was owned by the Roman Catholic 
Church. In San Luis Valley, the four 
schools in question are publicly owned 
and operated. 

The superintendent of schools at 
Manassa, Colo., 15 miles from Antonito, 
in addressing the mass meeting at An¬ 
tonito said that there is no religious 
instruction in Antonito’s schools, and 
he praised the teachers as among the 
best in the state. 

The State Board of Education a week 
later released funds for the support of 
the four public schools in the San Luis 
Valley taught by Roman Catholic nuns. 
The board based its decision on what it 
held was the unproved charge that re¬ 
ligion had been taught. It reserved 
judgment as to whether religion had 
been taught pending a full inquiry. 
J. H. Macdonald of La Junta, board 
chairman, was quoted in the press as 
saying that the wearing of religious 
garb "by the nuns is not sufficient 
grounds for the state to withdraw sup¬ 
port. Also, the shortage of teachers in 
isolated areas of Colorado caused the 
board to authorize the issuance of spe¬ 
cial certificates for teachers without 
degrees. 

The sum withheld was $1,900 covering 
the 1952-1953 period. Had it not been 
released, it would have accumulated 
during the next school year and .pos¬ 
sibly have resulted in closing the 
schools, its proponents contended. 

The point is here missed by many. 
Nuns wearing the garb of a religious 
order are, by that very fact, emphasiz¬ 
ing their religion, that of the Roman 
Catholic Church, an ecclesiastical and 
political sovereignty whose headquar¬ 
ters are in Vatican City State. Some 
may be competent teachers, but no one 


keeps a record of their subtile processes 
of inculcating their doctrines. 

Nuns are paupers. Under a ruling 
made by the Bureau of Internal Reve¬ 
nue, they do not pay any income tax. 
They have signed over to their Order 
all their earthly possessions, including 
their salaries as teachers. Thus the 
Roman hierarchy profits by obtaining 
for itself what would be the income tax¬ 
es paid by nuns. The Federal Govern¬ 
ment thus indirectly subsidizes the 
Roman hierarchy. This means that cit¬ 
izens who are non-Catholics as well as 
tax-paying Roman Catholics must pay 
more taxes to make up the difference. 

Some state courts have ruled that 
wearing^of the garb constitutes propa¬ 
ganda. The State of North Dakota out¬ 
lawed the wearing of the garb in the 
classroom as a result of a state-wide 
election. S. V. 


MISHANDLING OF NEWS 
FROM OUR COUNTRY 

TRAVELER from this country to 
Italy wrote to The Christian Cen¬ 
tury recently that he had visited the 
American Library in Florence and, 
among a large collection of books, he 
was informed there were none on reli¬ 
gion, nor were there any periodicals 
on that subject. He stated, however, 
that he found America, the Jesuit 
weekly, and the Commonweal , a Ro¬ 
man Catholic liberal publication. This 
traveler wanted to know of The Chris¬ 
tian Century why no Protestant periodi¬ 
cal was on file there. 

The editor referred the writer of the 
letter to a letter which The Christian 
Century published in its June 17, 1953, 
issue from William A. Dudde of the 
Lutheran Welfare Council, New York. 
N. Y., telling of what is apparently 
taking place. Mr. Dudde quoted from 
an Argentine Protestant, Ernesto Sua¬ 
rez. who declared in the May 13th issue 
that he found it “amazing 7 ’ that Voice 
of America broadcasts to Latin Amer¬ 
ica play up and clearly identify Amer¬ 
ica’s Roman Catholic news, while they 
play down and becloud Protestant 
news. 

Mr. Dudde stated that Protestants 
of the U. S. A. have raised little or no 
objection, and he adds that he recently 
heard a ranking staff member of the 
Voice’s religious programs state that 
such broadcasts are definitely planned 
to play up the American counterpart 
of the predominant religion of the 
country to which the program is 
beamed. That is to say, programs for 
Israel leave the impression that the 



_ on is the most import*** 
in the U. ?. A. When the broadcast is 
to a Moslem country, then the follow¬ 
ers of Mohammedan are pictured as 
the dominant group here. To which 
Mr. Dudde added: “et cetera ad ab- 
surdum." He stated that as a Lutheran 
he has no wish to have Voice broadcasts 
to Scandinavian countries convey the 
notion that the U. S. A. is a Lutheran 
nation, “if such a thing is being done. 

What the Voice does over the air¬ 
waves may be just a counterpart of 
policy in American Libraries abroad, 
which, of course, does not make the pro¬ 
cedure any more palatable to those 
who espouse integrity and fair play to 
all parties concerned, whether in one's 
own group or the other person’s group, 
to say nothing of the fact that these 
false impressions are being paid for 
from public funds. S. W. 


ONLY DISGRACEFUL MISTAKE 

“Of all mistakes,” writes the great 
Marshal Foch, “only one is disgraceful 
. . . inaction.” Taking action on a 
matter doesn’t always result in suc¬ 
cess, but it is always a move in the 
right direction. It is a move toward 
the final solution. Many a good idea 
has been in the back of a man’s mind 
for years only awaiting action on his 
part to put it to work. Every day men 
die with only a small portion oi their 
ideas and plans having been put into 
action. 

What if Kettering had never gone to 
work on his self-starter idea? What if 
Edison had never tried to make his 
incandescent lamp idea a reality? 
What if the Wright brothers had never 
actually put into action their idea that 
men could build a plane that would flv? 
What if Marconi had never gone into 
action with his wireless idea? What if 
Fulton had never launched his steam¬ 
boat? What if Bell had never worked 
out his telephone idea? 

Someone has said that the world does 
not lack people with ideas. There are 
millions of ideas in the minds of men 
that never get beyond the idea stage. 
What we do lack are people with the 
courage and perseverance to act on their 
ideas and stick with their ideas until 
they either make them work or prove 
that they are worthless. To have ideas 
which would* enrich the world and then 
to fail to carry them into action is a 
brake on progress. A man may have an 
idea and fail again and again in trying 
to put it to work, yet he can never find 
the “bugs” in an idea until he begins 
experimenting with it. Action starts 
the ball rolling! 

Do not be guilty of the “only dis¬ 
graceful mistake . . . inaction.” Do 
something about your ideas ,—(* € 
News.) 










VATICAN JUSTIFIES CURBING 
PROTESTANT MINORITIES 


A RECENT report to The New York 
Times from a special correspond¬ 
ent in Rome stated that Alfredo Cardi¬ 
nal Ottaviani, pro-secretary of the 
Holy Office and well-known expert on 
ecclesiastical law, in an address on 
March 2, 1953, at the Pontifical Uni¬ 
versity of St. John Lateran in Rome, 
supported the Spanish bishops who 
have contended that Spain should not, 
as a Roman Catholic country, grant 
freedom of propaganda to religious 
faiths other than Roman Catholicism. 
This controversy was begun by state¬ 
ments made by Cardinal Segura. Arch¬ 
bishop of Seville, on February 20th. 
when he expressed concern for and dis¬ 
approval of the tolerance shown by the 
Spanish Government toward the Prot¬ 
estant minority in Spain. This minor¬ 
ity, about 20,000 persons, is a very small 
proportion of the total population of 28 
million. 

The Times requested from the Vati¬ 
can a statement authoritatively clarify¬ 
ing the speech of Cardinal Ottaviani, 
in view of what appeared to be conflict¬ 
ing interpretations given to it in the 
United States and Spain. The reply 
pointed out that the cardinal’s speech 
was based largely on papal texts, in¬ 
cluding encyclicals and allocutions. The 
statement expressly upholds the Span¬ 
ish and Italian type of repression of re¬ 
ligious minorities in contradistinction 
to the freedom of religious expression 
customary in America under the Con¬ 
stitution. 

That Cardinal Ottaviani v s pro¬ 
nouncements conform strictly to Vati¬ 
can doctrine is indicated by the fact 
that the speech was published in full in 
L’Osservatore Romano , the official 
newspaper of the Vatican. If followed 
strictly. Protestant religious activities 
in predominantly Roman Catholic 
countries would be confined entirely to 
the interior of places of worship, and 
all proselytizing or demonstrations out¬ 
side their walls would be prohibited. 

The Spanish bishops believe that so 
important and delicate a question as the 
rights of Protestants in Roman Catholic 
countries would not have been discussed 
or these conclusions published without 
the prior assent and approval of the 
pope. 

Commenting on The Times’ report 
of July 23rd, Executive Director Glenn 
L. Archer, of Protestants and Other 
Americans United for the Separation 
of Church and State, said: 

“The Vatican’s statement to The New 
York Times applies the adjective ‘unex¬ 
ceptionable’ to Cardinal Ottaviani’s 
March 2 statement that ‘tolerance is 


not a synonym for freedom of (non- 
Catholic) propaganda’ in Roman Cath¬ 
olic countries. According to the cardi¬ 
nal, who is pro-secretary of the Con¬ 
gregation of the Holy Office, freedom 
of conscience is only to be supported by 
Roman Catholics when they find them¬ 
selves in nations where they are a mi¬ 
nority or need the support of other 
groups in order to hold their own. This 
illiberal and opportunistic policy the 
Vatican now upholds as one soundly 
based on Papal texts—thus rendering 
hollow the protestations of ‘liberal’ 
American clerics that the Roman Cath¬ 
olic Church supports American free¬ 
dom rather than the ‘thought control’ 
program which binds churches in Spain 
and Italy. 

“Clearly, then, the Vatican is throw¬ 
ing its weight behind mass-circulation 
church newspapers in the United States, 
such as the Denver Register , which said 
on March 1st: ‘Some people pride 
themselves on being “liberal” Catholics. 
There is no such animal. Such people, 
if they are not openly rebellious against 
the church, are at least out of sympathy 
with her.’ America , the Indiana Cath¬ 
olic and Record , and Commonweal are 
merely exceptions to the rule in their 
‘liberal’ stands, and have far less in¬ 
fluence within the church than Our Sun¬ 
day Visitor , the Brooklyn Tablet % the 
Register, and a host of other reactionary 
organs. 

“Believers in American democracy 
must face this fact—unpleasant as it 
is—if they are to thwart the hierarchy 
in its unholy quest for political power 
in the United States.” 

The position of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy with regard to Protestantism 
has been pointed out repeatedly in these 
columns, and its objectives^have been 
clearly indicated. In Spain there is 
not, nor under the present regime can 
there ever be, even a remote resem¬ 
blance to freedom of belief and worship, 
in which freedom to preach and to teach 
is implicit and fundamental. There 
can be little question as to the effect 
on our Bill of Rights of Roman Cath¬ 
olic political control should that con¬ 
trol ever be gained by the hierarchy in 
this country. Nor can any doubt re¬ 
main as to what would inevitably hap¬ 
pen to Protestants in any other coun¬ 
try in which they might ultimately be¬ 
come a divided minority. N. S. M. 


If you ever find happiness by hunt¬ 
ing for it, you will find it, as the old 
woman did her lost spectacles, safe on 
her own nose all the time.— Josh Bill¬ 
ings 


THE HIGHEST ITALIAN COURT 

UPHOLDS RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

The highest court in Italy, the Court 
of Cassation, has upheld the right of 
Protestants to conduct church services 
without first obtaining a police per¬ 
mit. It appears that the highest court 
confirmed the opinion of the trial court 
which had freed a Protestant minister, 
Franco Sommani, charged with failing 
to get permission from the police for 
public worship. 

The highest court ruled that free¬ 
dom of worship was guaranteed in the 
constitution of the Italian Republic, 
and that a law under the Fascist regime 
of 1930 requiring police approval was 
no longer valid. 

The decision is a great credit to the 
judges on both courts and substantiates 
the conviction that they are men of 
great and understanding courage, de¬ 
voted to the principles of the^inwirrrd 
to liberty. 

A deplorable situation which has 
troubled Italian-American relations 
now appears to have been mitigated, 
or at least eased for the present, but, 
since Italy is overwhelmingly Roman 
Catholic, it remains to be seen what 
may result from the legal action of 
Italy’s highest court. 


CHURCH ANSWERABLE FOR 
FLOUTING LAW 

In an address before the Southern 
Baptist Convention, Dr. Joseph M. 
Dawson, author of Church, State and 
Society , published recently by Mac¬ 
millan Company, made a very signifi¬ 
cant statement. He referred to the 
continuing violations of our State and 
Federal Constitutions by the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy, noting that, in some 
1.500 instances, nuns are still teaching 
in our public schools under conditions 
favorable to the hierarchy although the 
courts have repeatedly ruled against 
this practice. Doctor Dawson said: 

“In public discussion of issues per¬ 
taining to public interest, church vi¬ 
olators of the Constitution must not 
be treated as if they were sacrosanct. 

. . . Contrary to the best journalistic 
traditions and without regard to pub¬ 
lic interest, these exceptions withhold 
important facts or deliberately distort 
them. Sometimes in doing so they 
pretend to champion brotherhood to 
discourage bigotry. But reputable 
judges on the bench, as shown in re¬ 
cent court decisions in New Mexico, 
Colorado, Missouri and Wisconsin, 
have not thought that brotherhood and 
charity called for ignoring or flouting 
the law. If open discussion of church 
violations is to be denied, under any 
influence whatsoever, then free institu¬ 
tions in this country will be doomed.” 
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[ PRESSING FIGHT ON 
PAPAL NUNCIO ISSUE 

According to an article appearing in 
the United Evangelical Action, “Voice 
of Evangelical Christianity in Amer¬ 
ica,” State Department officials have 
promised POAU (Protestants and Oth¬ 
er Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State) leaders that the case 
of the American citizenship of Arch¬ 
bishop Gerald P. O'Hara, Papal Nuncio 
to Ireland, is not closed and that serious 
study will be given to a new Memo¬ 
randum of Law submitted by Paul 
Blanshard. 

Mr. Blanshard's petition in this case 
demanded that Archbishop O'Hara 
should lose his American nationality 
because, contrary to the McCarran Act, 
he is serving a foreign state as a diplo¬ 
mat under an oath of allegiance to its 
head. The promise for serious consid- 
er&tibn of the issue was given to Mr. 
Blanshard and to POAU’s Executive 
Director, Glenn L. Archer, in a personal 
interview. 

“The new development is encourag¬ 
ing,” Mr. Archer commented later, “but 
POAU members should not relax. Let¬ 
ters and telegrams addressed to Secre¬ 
tary of State John Foster Dulles de¬ 
manding a full inquiry in the O'Hara 
case are very much in order, and, if 
the case is lost in the State Department, 
p we must mobilize the public behind a 
drive for a Congressional hearing on 
these issues.” 


VETERANS ADMINISTRATION EASES 
ELIGIBILITY RULES 

The Veterans Administration has 
issued an information leaflet to vet¬ 
erans who want loans from private 
sources for homes, farms, or business. 
Regional offices of the Veterans Admin¬ 
istration will issue certificates of eligi¬ 
bility, which will reduce delays in pro- 
cessing the loan applications later. 
These certificates are proof for lenders 
that the Veterans Administration will 
guarantee or insure a loan if the vet¬ 
eran meets other usual loan require¬ 
ments. 

Since the passage of the Korean 
Veterans' bill, which extends the loan 
guaranty benefits of the World War 
II Veterans' bill to those with service 
since June 27, 1950, the Administration 
must have information not previously 
needed to establish eligibility. The 
necessary data include a statement as 
to whether the veteran, served in World 
| War II or since the beginning of the 
r Korean conflict or both. He must also 
disclose any prior use of his loan guar¬ 
anty benefits, if any, whether there 
were any prior loans, and whether he 
owns real estate purchased with any 
such loans. 


Most World War II veterans have 
until July 25, 1957, to apply for loans 
under the original bill, but veterans 
with service since July 27, 1950, which 
marked the beginning of the Korean 
conflict, have ten years from that date 
in which to apply. 


FREEDOM OF PRESS THREATENED 

According to a recent news item in 
the Stockton (Cal.) Recoi'd, Minister 
of the Interior Luis I. Andrade of the 
Republic of Colombia has announced 
that his government has drafted a new 
constitution outlawing Communism, 
making the press a public sendee, and 
placing both radio and television under 
government control. He stated that 
the new constitution is designed to 
make the country a “Christian De¬ 
mocracy . . . guided by the principles 
of the Catholic religion.” The Minis¬ 
ter said further that “the press shall 
be a public service, its freedom prac¬ 
ticed with effective responsibility sub¬ 
ject to truth and Christian morals so 
that it neither disorients nor perverts 
public opinion but works for the com¬ 
mon good.” 

Mr. Andrade's last comment regard¬ 
ing the function of the press under the 
new law is especially revealing and 
significant. It shows that particular 
attention is being given public media 
of expression in much the same way 
as this has been accomplished in other 
totalitarian countries. The regulation 
and control of the press is always the 
first act of a dictator. 

Apparently as part of the same totali¬ 
tarian program, the National Govern¬ 
ment has also asked for the suppression 
of all secret organizations in the coun¬ 
try and desires specifically the pro¬ 
scription of Freemasonry. Masonic 
Bodies have recently been unable to 
hold meetings in their regular quar¬ 
ters. N. S. M. 


ROMANISTS WOULD WEAKEN 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

A bill has been introduced in the 
Wisconsin State Legislature which 
would favor Roman Catholic parochial 
schools by weakening the public schools 
of the state, according to an article in 
the Milwaukee Journal. The bill (No. 
816-A) now before the Assembly, would 
eliminate the word public from present 
school laws and substitute the follow¬ 
ing definition of a school: “The term 
‘school' . . . means a school supported 
by public taxation unless from the con¬ 
text it is clear that parochial or pri¬ 
vate schools, or both, are included.'' 

A Protestant group known as the 
Commission on Legislation of the Wis¬ 
consin Council of Churches said, in a 
statement, that “this is an obvious 
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attempt tc confuse the separation of 
parochial and public schools,” and to 
“open the way for all sorts of juggling 
in the relationship of public and pri¬ 
vate schools to the law and opens a 
dangerous door, involving bus trans¬ 
portation among other things.” More¬ 
over. the Council is of the opinion that 
the bill weakens the control of the 
State Superintendent of Schools and 
places considerable supervisory power 
in local district or county boards, which 
“opens the way for subtle infiltration 
of the public school system by Roman 
interest.” This latest effort of the Ro¬ 
man Catholic bishops appears to be 
another instance of meddling in the 
affairs of one of our sovereign states 
by the hierarchy of a foreign ecclesias¬ 
tical power. 


CATHOLICS BOYCOTTED 
WELFARE CONFERENCE 

Roman Catholics refused to partici¬ 
pate in the forty-third annual Welfare 
Conference, held in Philadelphia, Penn., 
on April 23 and 24, 1953, because of 
a planned parenthood exhibit to be 
seen in a corridor leading to the roof 
garden of the Hotel Bellevue-Stratford 
where the conference was being held. 
A representative of the Roman Catho¬ 
lic group, which included about 100 
priests and nuns, in explaining why it 
withdrew from the two-day conference 
said it was because the Roman Catho¬ 
lic Church does not approve of birth 
control. 

Miss Helen C. Hubbell, president of 
the out-going conference, said the “in¬ 
coming board and officers will thorough¬ 
ly study the unfortunate situation,” 
and present their findings to the mem¬ 
bership. 

The executive director of the Penn¬ 
sylvania League for Planned Parent¬ 
hood, Walter H. Scott, issued a state¬ 
ment for his organization, sharply criti¬ 
cizing the “undemocratic action” of 
the Roman Catholic delegates. 

“The attitudes of the Catholic Char¬ 
ities' representatives in walking out 
of the conference,” he said, is at “vari¬ 
ance with the spirit and purpose of 
this conference and present-day cooper¬ 
ative community efforts for human wel¬ 
fare. This action of the Catholic 
Church against planned parenthood 
we believe to be unfair, unwarranted 
and regrettably socially regressive.” 


Let every dawn of morning be to you 
as the beginning of life, and every set¬ 
ting sun as its close. Then let every 
one of these short lives leave its sure 
record of some kindly thing done for 
others, some goodly strength or knowl¬ 
edge gained for yourself .—John Ruskin. 
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